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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 1-13 are pending in this application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



2. 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any newr and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 



3. Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 12 is directed to a program (i.e., file managing method program). The 
preamble recites a program while the body recites data structures and procedure. The 
claim does not indicate as to how the functionality of the data structure is being realized 
or if a processor is being used. Therefore claim 12 is a program per se. 

Claim 13 is directed to a recording medium. The preamble recites a medium 
while the body recites data structures and procedure. The claim does not indicate as to 
how the functionality of the data structure is being realized or if a processor is being 
used. Therefore claim 13 is a non-functional data structure recorded on a medium. 



Application/Control Number: 

10/573,476 

Art Unit: 2169 



Page 3 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject nriatter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



5. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Baxter et al. (US 20030229637), hereinafter "Baxter" in view of Horn (US 
20040177319). 

6. As to claim 1 , Baxter discloses, a file managing apparatus for managing files 
recorded on a recording medium by resorting to an index file recorded on said recording 
medium ([0012]); 

wherein said index file is formed by a series of entries constituted by blocks of 
extract information about said files, said extract information being arranged to 
correspond with said files ([0100]); 
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wherein management information whicli is set for each of said entries and which 
primarily points to another entry is provided to express a hierarchical structure of said 
files recorded on said recording medium ([0007]); and 

wherein an entry for temporary management is provided under which a file to be 
deleted is stored temporarily ([0168]); 

said file managing apparatus changing the management infomnation which is set for 
the entry of said file to be deleted and which primarily points to another entry, in such a 
manner that said management infomnation points to said entry for temporary 
management ( abstract; [0168]). 

Baxter, however, does not explicitly disclose, "temporary managent" for storage. 

Horn, on the other hand, discloses, "temporary management" for storage (Horn: 
[0191]). 

Both Baxter and Horn are of the same field of endeavor, they specifically teach 
file management (Baxter: [0001]; Horn: [0188]). 
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It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Horn into Baxter of method and 
apparatus for safeguarding files to have a useful method, to create a database storage, 
organization and retrieval systems. (Horn: [0002], lines 5-6). 

7. As to claim 2, Baxter as modified discloses, the file managing apparatus 
according to claim 1 , wherein, 

in said index file, said extract information is grouped by attribute into a group of 
thumbnail images, a group of titles in text, and a group of properties for managing said 
thumbnail image group and said text group (Baxter: [0100]); 

wherein the entries concerning at least the files in said property group are 
furnished with entry-related management information pointing to the corresponding 
entries in said thumbnail image group and said text group and with file-related 
management information pointing to the corresponding files (Baxter: abstract; [0100]; 
and 



wherein said file managing apparatus, when changing said management 
information primarily pointing to another entry in such a manner as to point to said entry 
for temporary management, keeps said entry-related management information and said 
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file-related management information unchanged regardless of the instruction of the 
deletion (Baxter: abstract; [0168]). 

8. As to claim 3, Baxter as modified discloses, the file managing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein a display unit is provided to display said extract 
information about the entry furnished with said management information which primarily 
points to another entry (Baxter: [0127]; [0144]-[0145]; [0149]) and which has been 
changed so as to point to said entry for temporary management (Baxter: [0168]), so that 
said file managing apparatus may accept processing of the file associated with said 
entry about which said extract information is displayed (Baxter: [0100]; [0102]). 

9. As to claim 4, Baxter as modified discloses, the file managing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein, given an instruction to delete the file associated with the 
entry furnished with said management information which primarily points to another 
entry and which has been changed to point to said entry for temporary management, 
said file managing apparatus deletes the corresponding entry from said index file and 
the corresponding file from said recording medium (Baxter: [0127]; [0144]-[0145]). 

10. As to claim 5, Baxter as modified discloses, the file managing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein, given an instruction to restore the file associated with the 
entry furnished with said management information which primarily points to another 
entry and which has been changed to point to said entry for temporary management, 
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said file managing apparatus establishes said management information primarily, 
pointing to another entry in such a manner as to point to a predetermined entry (Baxter: 
abstract; claimi) 

11. As to claim 6, Baxter as modified discloses, the file managing apparatus 
according to claim 3, wherein, if said processing of the file associated with said entry 
about which said extract information is displayed is execution of an instruction to delete 
said file (Baxter: abstract; [0007]), then said file managing apparatus deletes the 
corresponding entry from said index file and the corresponding file from said recording 
medium (Baxter: [0012]). 

12. As to claim 7, Baxter as modified discloses, the file managing apparatus 
according to claim 3, wherein, if said processing of the file associated with said entry 
about which said extract information is displayed is execution of an instruction to restore 
said file, then said file managing apparatus establishes said management information 
primarily pointing to another entry in such a manner as to point to a predetermined entry 
([0127]; [0144]-[0145]; [0149]);. 

13. As to claim 8, Baxter as modified discloses, the file managing apparatus 
according to claim 1 , wherein said file managing apparatus, when changing said 
management information primarily pointing to another entry In such a manner as to 
point to said entry for temporary management, records a date of the change to said 
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index file ([0047]; [0050]). 

14. As to claim 9, Baxter as modified discloses, the file managing apparatus 
according to claim 8, wherein said file managing apparatus checks said date of said 
change against the current time of day and. depending on an outcome of the check, 
deletes the corresponding entry from said index file and the corresponding file from said 
recording medium ([0050]; [0071]). 

15. As to claim 10, Baxter as modified discloses, the file managing apparatus 
according to claim 1 , wherein said file managing apparatus checks said recording 
medium for a free space and, depending on an outcome of the check, deletes from said 
index file the entry furnished with said management information which primarily points to 
another entry and which has been changed to point to said entry for temporary 
management and also deletes the corresponding file from said recording medium 
(abstract; [0007]; [0168]). 

16. As to claim 1 1 , Baxter discloses, a file managing method for managing files 
recorded on a recording medium by resorting to an index file recorded on said recording 
medium ([0012]); 
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wherein said index file is formed by a series of entries constituted by blocks of 
extract information about said files, said extract information being arranged to 
correspond with said files ([0100]); 

wherein management information which is set for each of said entries and which 
primarily points to another entry is provided to express a hierarchical structure of said 
files recorded on said recording medium ([0007]); and 

wherein an entry for temporary management is provided under which a file to be 
deleted is stored temporarily ([0168]); 

said file managing method comprising the step of changing the management 
information which is set for the entry of said file to be deleted and which primarily points 
to another entry, in such a manner that said management information points to said 
entry for temporary management (abstract; [0168]). 

Baxter, however, does not explicitly disclose, "temporary managent" for storage. 

Horn, on the other hand, discloses, "temporary management" for storage (Horn: 
[0191]). 
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Both Baxter and Horn are of the same field of endeavor, they specifically teach 
file management (Baxter: [0001]; Horn: [01 88]). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Horn into Baxter of method and 
apparatus for safeguarding files to have a useful method, to create a database storage, 
organization and retrieval systems. (Horn: [0002], lines 5-6). 

17. As to claim 12, Baxter discloses, a file managing method program for causing a 
computer to carry out a. procedure for managing files recorded on a recording medium 
by resorting to an index file recorded on said recording medium ([0012]); wherein 

said index file is formed by a series of entries constituted by blocks of extract 
information about said files, said extract information being arranged to correspond with 
said files ([0100]); wherein management information which is set for each of said entries 
and which primarily points to another entry is provided to express a hierarchical 
structure of said files recorded on said recording medium ([0007]); and 

wherein an entry for temporary management is provided under which a file to be 
deleted is stored temporarily; said procedure comprising the step of changing the 
management information which is set for the entry of said file to be deleted and which 
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primarily points to another entry, in such a manner that said management information 
points to said entry for temporary management (abstract; [0168]). 

Baxter, however, does not explicitly disclose, "temporary managent" for storage. 

Horn, on the other hand, discloses, "temporary management" for storage (Horn: 
[0191]). 

Both Baxter and Horn are of the same field of endeavor, they specifically teach 
file management (Baxter: [0001]; Horn: [0188]). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Horn into Baxter of method and 
apparatus for safeguarding files to have a useful method, to create a database storage, 
organization and retrieval systems. (Horn: [0002], lines 5-6). 

18. As to claim 13, Baxter discloses, a recording medium which records a file 
managing method program for causing a computer to carry out a procedure for 
managing files recorded on a recording medium by resorting to an index file recorded 
on said recording medium ([0012]); 



Application/Control Number: Page 12 

10/573,476 

Art Unit: 2169 

wherein said index file is fomned by a series of entries constituted by blocks of 
extract information about said files, said extract information being arranged to 
correspond with said files ([0100]); 

wherein management information which is set for each of said entries and which 
primarily points to another entry is provided to express a hierarchical structure of said 
files recorded on said recording medium ([0007]); and 

wherein an entry for temporary management is provided under which a file to be 
deleted is stored temporarily ([0168]); 

said procedure comprising the step of changing the management information 
which is set for the entry of said file to be deleted and which primarily points to another 
entry, in such a manner that said management information points to said entry for 
temporary management (abstract; [0168]). 

Baxter, however, does not explicitly disclose, "temporary managent" for storage. 



Horn, on the other hand, discloses, "temporary managemenf for storage (Horn: 
[0191]). 
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Both Baxter and Horn are of the same field of endeavor, they specifically teach 
file management (Baxter: [0001]; Horn: [0188]). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Horn into Baxter of method and 
apparatus for safeguarding files to have a useful method, to create a database storage, 
organization and retrieval systems. (Horn: [0002], lines 5-6). 

Conclusion 

19. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ginter et al. (US 20020048369) teach systems and methods for secure 
transaction management and electronic right protection. 

Takiguchi et al. (US 20020032696) teach Intuitive hierarchical time-series data 
display method and system. 
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Contact Information 

20. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fazlul Quader whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1905. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5 Alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mohammad Ali can be reached on 571-272-4105. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http:7/pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated infomiation 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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